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Promoting European Innovation through Clusters

s The strategic importance of clusters for European innovation and global
competitiveness is only now becoming fully recognized
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1. Definitions related to clusters

COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL, THE

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS

Clusters can be defined as a group of firms, related economic acters, and

institutions that are located near each other and have reached a sufficient scale to

develop specialised expertise, services, resources, suppliers and skills.'** They are

a real economic pher be economically measured,
cies

sectors (=)

Cluster cooperation can take different facets. It can mean the cooperation
amongst and between cluster firms (=) and other innovation actors located in
different clusters. It can also mean the cooperation between policy-makers at

Towards world-class clusters in the European Union:

Implementing the broad-based innovation strategy

programme level or between at operational level
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